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The manual presented here was written by Henry Charles Angelo, and is vitally 

important to the history of British swordsmanship on foot. Angelo came from a line of 

famous fencing masters. His Grandfather Domenico Angelo started a fencing school in 

England in the 1750s, and became one of the most famous sword masters in the 

country. Domenico’s son, Henry Angelo (Henry Charles Angelo’s father) took over 

his dynasty and also went on to develop a system of military swordsmanship – 

Hungarian and Highland Broad Sword (1799), and The Guards of the Highland Broad 

Sword (1799). 

 

Henry Angelo, the elder (1760-1839), in 1790. 

The Guards of the Highland Broad Sword (1799) 

Despite the terms ‘Scottish’, 

‘Hungarian’, and ‘Austrian’ 

being used in a number of 

texts of this time, this ware 

merely the origin or influence 

on the style that was intended 

for British swordsmanship, 

and all of the swords used in 

the British army at that time. 



The Ten Lessons of Highland Broad Sword From ‘Hungarian and Highland Broad Sword’, by Henry Angelo (Elder), 1799 



Angelo’s (Elder) system was taught to the London and Westminster Light Horse Volunteers (that included light infantry support units). This system 

was used informally by other units and individual officers, along with the similar and related ‘The Art of Defence on foot, with Broad Sword and 

Sabre,’ by Charles Roworth (1798). A number of texts at the time recommended this work to officer’s to become accustomed with the swords that 

they were obliged to purchase and carry.  

 

Henry Charles Angelo (Younger) had begun to teach the military even before 

taking over his father’s fencing school, and during the Napoleonic Wars. 

Around the year 1813, he began to teach the Royal Navy a form of cutlass 

exercise. This exercise was based heavily on his father’s military system of 

the late 18th century. These 

works were described as a 

combination of Scottish and 

Hungarian methods, with a ten-

lesson structure introduced by 

the broadsword master John 

Taylor (a version of which also 

appeared in Roworth’s third 

edition, published in 1804). 

The cutlass exercise diagram to 

the left is near identical to the 

sword exercise diagram seen in 

the infantry sword manual 

presented here. Mounted and dismounted troops of the London and  
Westminster Light Horse Volunteers. (Notice the sword  

bayonet worn by the dismounted man, seen in use in the poster 
on the previous page. 

 



By 1815, and perhaps sooner, Henry Charles Angelo was teaching an infantry sword 

exercise to troops serving in France. Finally in 1817, his system was officially accepted as 

the new standard for the British army, and is the work you see in this document. This was 

the first ever officially adopted infantry sword exercise for the regular British army. It was re

-printed and updated a number of times, and served as the standard and official manual of 

infantry sword exercise until nearly the end of the 19th century, when a new form of sword 

and swordsmanship was introduced. 

 

It is worth noting that when Angelo’s system was finally replaced, the sword was almost 

entirely obsolete in military usage, especially for those using the sword on foot. Henry 

Charles Angelo’s system was heavily based on his fathers’, and even though some 

terminology and teaching methods evolved, the principals of the fighting style remained 

relatively unchanged. Therefore the Angelo’s style of infantry swordsmanship, which lasted 

almost one hundred years, was the military standard from almost the introduction of British 

pattern swords (1786), until the sword was made obsolete. Below is an anecdote from a 

British army Sergeant serving in France in 1815, and gives some insight into how the sword 

exercise was introduced and practiced. 

 

Henry Charles Angelo (1780-1852), in 1839 



Note the term ‘sword’. In the Napoleonic era, various terms had been 

used for the different swords in use at the time, such as sabre, spadroon 

& broadsword, but around the year of the publishing of this manual, 

those terms were dropped, and replaced with the rather more universal 

one – sword. The weapons used under this system would have been the 

1796 pattern Infantry officers spadroon (straight and single edged, 

light cut and thrust, with shell guards), the 1803 Infantry officers sabre 

(Deeply curved with slotted hilt), and the 1798 pattern Scottish 

broadsword (brass basket hilt with heavy double edged blade).  

 

A great many derivatives of these three swords were also in use, such 

as earlier and simpler spadroon types, non-regulation sabres and 

regimental patterns. However, this system lasted on until near the end of the century, and was therefore also used extensively with the so called 

‘gothic’ hilt sabres that became standard for infantry officers in 1822. This sword was a middle ground between the 1796 spadroon and 1803 sabre, 

being studier and more curved that the former, and less curved and more agile than the latter. 

In 1833, Angelo was appointed as Superintendent of the Sword Exercise of the British army. He also published a bayonet exercise, that like his sword 

exercise, because the official standard for the army. Angelo continued to produce manuals for the auxiliary 

and yeomanry forces, included works on the use of the sword for cavalry. 

 

The work scanned and presented here is the first edition of the ‘Infantry Sword Exercise’, and has been 

released on the 200th anniversary of its first publishing, and is brought to you by The Academy of Historical 

Fencing. This file, as well as restored scans of Henry Angelo’s work are available at—www.swordfight.uk. 

    

Compiled by Nick Thomas, Instructor and co-founder of the Academy of Historical Fencing. 

 

From Angelo’s Bayonet Exercise, 1857 



1- 1796 Pattern Infantry Officer’s Sword (Spadroon) 
 
The standard officer and Sergeant’s sword, 1796-1822) It was a light bladed 
sword that was neither particularly good at cut or thrust.  Many officers replaced 
these with sabres such as the 1803 pattern or non-regulation models. Weight -
700-750 grams, 80cm blade. Point of balance 8cm.  

2 -1803 Pattern Infantry Officer’s Sword 
 
The standard sword for officers of the Grenadier and Light Companies (flank 
companies), Light Regiments, as well as Fusilier, Rifle and staff officers. It was 
also popular with other officers, including the Royal Navy. Blade shapes vary 
substantially in terms of length and curvature. The guard is of slotted hilt type, 
providing more protection than a stirrup hilt. The blades are often inspired by 
the 1796 light cavalry sword, but are slightly shorter and usually without flare in 
the blade profile. The pattern varies from 75-83cm blade, 700-830 grams, point 
of balance is typically around 15cm. 

3 - 1798 Pattern Scottish Infantry Officer’s Sword 

 
The (Northern) Scots continued with their tradition of using basket hilt swords, 
which Englishman had dropped earlier in the 18th century. Blades vary, but are 
typically straight and double edged. Substantial guards made of brass. 1.1-
1.4kg, 81-84cm blade. Point of balance between 10-15cm. 

 
4 - 1822 Pattern Infantry Officer’s Sword 

 
In 1822 a new sword replaced both the 1796 spadroon, and 1803 sabre. Initially 
with a pipe back blade, and later fullered. It is a light curved cut and thrust 
blade, with brass guard, often referred to as a ’gothic’ half basket. 800-900 
grams, 82-83cm blade. Point of balance between 10-13cm. 

TYPICAL BRITISH INFANTRY SWORDS USED IN THIS SYSTEM 

1 2 

3 4 




















































































