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TO THE

RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD PANMURE,

&c. &c.  &c.

My Lorp,

Having been honoured with your
permission, I have now to present to your
Lordship my ¢ Sketches of Belgium and Hol-
land,” availing myself of this opportunity to
testify my sincere respect for you, and my
heartfelt gratitude for your unceasing kindness
and great personal favours, continued to me

during a period of forty years.
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In these volumes, besides sketches of the
manners, customs, and habits of the Belgians
- and Dutch, I have also ventured to give a short
account of the memorable struggle at Brussels,
in the year 1830, and of the causes which led
to the integrity and independence of the for-
mer. A revolution which, I trust my readers
will see, resulted from no fickle love of change
in that nation, but from a pure desire to eman-
cipate themselves from the justly odious and
oppressive government of King William, and
to obtain one more in unison with the principles
of rational liberty.

In dediéating these Sketches to your Lord-
ship, I feel confident that I offer them to one
who has always been the stanch friend and
defender of the constitutional rights and pri-
vileges of mankind, when threatened to be

trampled on by arbitrary power.
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That your Lordship may live long to see that
constitutional liberty, which you have ever ad-
vocated, extended to those nations who, at this
moment, are groaning under the evils of des-
potism, and who, unhappily, kpow little of the
blessings of the glorious constitution we enjoy

in this free country, is ever the prayer of,
My Lorp,
Your Lordship’s much obliged and
grateful Friend and Servant,

PRYSE L. GORDON.

LoNDoN, 1s¢ October, 1834.






PREFACE.

——

Tae Author of the following Sketches published, in
1828, a small Volume, entitled “ A Companion for
the Visitor at Brussels, with a Tour into Italy,”
which was so favourably received, that the first Edi-
tion was disposed of in a few months, and, when
he was about to give a second, the bankruptcy of
his Publishers, and his own indisposition, prevented

him from fulfilling his intention.

Since that time, and during a long residence in
Belgium and Holland, he has collected materials
for a more enlarged Work on these countries, with
some details of the Revolution in 1830, which he

now offers to the Public; and, as they contain a
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short view of the Society and Manners of the in-
habitants, with Hints for the use of his countrymen
who may be induced to visit that part of the Conti-
nent, or to economise at Brussels, he trusts that his
instructions will enable them to attain their pro-

posed aim.

The subjects are so miscellanéous, that he has
found some difficulty in arranging them so as to
form a connected narrative, and being written at so
many different periods, some of his remarks may ap-
pear to be at variance, many circumstances having
occurred in the interim, which occasioned him to
change his opinions on certain subjects that more
mature deliberation might have induced him after-
wards to view differently. It is, at the same time,
natural to suppose, that the Flemings, who had for
several centuries been under the dominion of so
many despotic governments, should also have under-
gone changes after they were formed into a king-
dom, during a period of sixteen years, which these

details comprehend.
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The limited size of the Work does not permit
him to give more than a slight sketch of the Revo-
lution, but he trusts it will be found sufficiently
copious to enable the Reader to form a just estimate
of the causes which produced an event that has at-
tracted the attenfion of the whole civilized world

for four years.

Having also, through the kindness of a friend,
procured documents from the pen of a highly-talent-
ed gentleman, one of the principal actors in the
struggle, and well acquainted with its details, the
Reader may be assured of their correctness and

authenticity.

LoNDON, 18t October, 1834.
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- SKETCH OF THE HISTORY

oFr

BELGIUM AND HOLLAND,

PREVIOUS TO THEIR UNTON

WhiLe many other parts of Europe were
groaning under an iron despotism, and in a
comparative state of ignorance, Flanders was
the residence of a rational liberty, and the seat
of literature and the arts. The ships of Ant-
werp, of Bruges, and of Ghent, were the gene-
ral carriers of Europe, and monopolized almost
its whole commerce ; and agriculture was no
where so well understood.

The Dutch made a glorious struggle against
their Spanish tyrants, and finally established

Note.—This was written during the prosperity of the country

in 1827.
B
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their independence. In Holland, the tourist
will be presented with the wonderful triumph
of human industry and skill over the apparently
insuperable difficulties they had to overcome—
of draining their marshes—and of retaining the
sea within its limits. By the glorious deeds of
the allied army at Waterloo, these interesting
countries have been formed into a kingdom,
and, it is to be hoped, established on a perma-
nent footing.

Little is known of the Netherlands or its in-
habitants previous to its conquest by the Ro-
mans ; they made a long and fierce resistance
to the armies of Julius Casar, but in vain did
they oppose their ozier shields against the well-:
disciplined legions of the highly-trained bands
they had to oppose ; neither courage nor pa-
triotism could resist the invaders, and the for-
tune of the Romans prevailed.

If this early history of Ceesar’s campaigns is
to be believed, out of 60,000 warriors which the
Belgee brought into the field, a few hundreds
only survived. The Batavi who had not joined
the confederacy, prudently held out the olive
branch to Ceesar, and despatched ambassadors
to offer an alliance with him. They were well
received, and this tribe became the ally of the
Romans without making any struggle for their
liberty.
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The assistance of the Batavi proved of such
consequence to Ceesar in his contest with Pom-
pey, and so soon did they rival their allies in
discipline and bravery, that Augustus chose
them for his body guard. On the other hand,
the Hollanders were under great obligations to
the Romans ; Claudius Drusus, a few years pre-
vious to the Christian era, began the noble
canal from Zutpen to the Yssel, which yet bears
his name. Itis likewise alleged that he elevated
the first bank against the encroachment of the
sea; and thus he may be considered as the
founder of these immense dykes which are
justly the pride of the Dutch, and the admira-
tion of the world.

“The earldoms of Flanders, Holland, and
Hainault, were successively established as civi-
lization advanced ; under the former, the south-
ern provinces attained a considerable degree of
splendour and power. Philip the Good display-
ed at Bruges a magnificence which few sove-
reigns could rival, and a power that none dared
to provoke.

The princes among whom the Low Countries
were divided, were engaged in perpetual wars
and feuds with their neighbouring potentates,
and with each other. In these contests their
personal and hereditary revenues were frequent-

B2
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ly exhausted, and they were compelled often to
have recourse to the generosity of their subjects.
The people, feeling their power, judiciously re-
fused these supplies, except on certain condi-
tions favourable to their liberty ; and they gra-
dually extorted from their rulers so many con-
cessions, that the provinces became a species of
republics.

The supreme authority was nominally lodged
in the person of the magistrate, but actually in
the assembly of the representatives of the peo-
ple, which met whenever it was deemed by them
expedient, independent of, or even often con-
trary to, the pleasure of the sovereign. With-
out the concurrence of this assembly, no war
could be undertaken, no taxes could be imposed,
no new laws enacted, and no prince, although
the government was hereditary, was allowed to
assume the sceptre, until he had solemnly sworn
to observe and to maintain the fundamental laws
of the country.

In this situation the provinces of the Nether-
lands remained a long time ; yet, notwithstand-
ing, they gradually increased in power, com-
merce, and civilization. Many ages passed be-
fore any events occurred worthy to be related
in this brief sketch. At length, by intermar-
riages, by conquest, and by the failure of the
male line in some of the reigning families, they
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all fell under the dominion of the house of Bur-
gundy about the middle of the fifteenth cen-
tury.

After this event, the provinces continued to
enjoy their ancient privileges, and to be govern-
ed by their own laws.

Under the administration of the Princes of
Burgundy, and even long before, trade and
manufactures flourished in the Netherlands
more than in any European state, and no city,
Venice excepted, possessed such extensive
trade as Antwerp. It contained 200,000 inha-
_ bitants ; Bruges nearly as many ; and Ghent
(or Gand) boasted a still greater population
than even the French metropolis—hence the
calembourg of Henry 1V. that he could put
Paris into his Gand [glove]. More than 100,000
artificers were employed there in the woollen
manufacture, long before the art of weaving
cloth was known in England.

It is interesting and important to inquire in-
to the causes of this unequalled prosperity at
this early period of history.

The State of the Netherlands was certamly
much indebted to its situation—it lay in the
centre of Europe; and, by commanding the navi-
gation of several of the great rivers of Germany
and France, she was enabled to carry her pro-
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duce to all parts of the world ; their towns
being intersected by these rivers, and canals,
and branches of the sea, admirably fitting them
for foreign and inland trade. But these advan-
tages would have never enabled the Flemings
to leave the other European nations so far be-
hind them, if the form of their government had
not been peculiarly favourable to their exertions.
The greatest advantage which nature affords for
improvement, either in commerce or in the arts
of life, will be rendered useless by an injudicious
or tyrannical exercise of the laws, if the personis
insecure, or if the fruits of industry and economy
may be seized by the rapacious hands of a des-
potic prince ; for it cannot be expected that
men will apply themselves with vigour to com-
mercial pursuits, without the protection of the
government.

Happily for the inhabitants of the Low Coun-
tries, the small extent of the principalities, and
the constant necessities of their princes, ren-
dered it impolitic, and even impossible, for the
sovereign to exercise any plan of tyranny
against the people ; and, being aware of this, he
sanctioned with a good grace those fundamental
laws which, although they abridged his authority
and prerogatives, yet greatly augmented his
power and resources by the prosperity which a
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moderate government allowed his subjects to
obtain In no country in the world were the
sovereigns 8o powerful in proportion to the ex-
tent of their territories, nor any where did the
people exhibit such attachment to their prince.
At the death of Charles the Bold, in 1447, the
government of the Netherlands descended to
his daughter, Mary, while the Duchy of Bur-
gundy became united to the crown of France.
Mary, or rather her evil counsellors (who took
advantage of her youth and inexperience), show-
ed, too evidently, a disposition to encroach on
the liberties of the Flemings ; and, being de-
tected in a correspondence with her plotting
father to effect this purpose, two of her minis-
ters were impeached by the States-general and
convicted of treason against their country, and
condemned to die! In vain the Princess re-
sorted to entreaties and threats to save them
from death ; in vain she rushed on the scaffold,
dissolved in tears, and supplicated their par-
don ; the States were inflexible, and the exe-
cutioner inflicted the fatal blow in her very
presence! In the summer of the same year,
Mary was married to Maximilian, son of Fre-
deric ITI. Emperor of Germany, and, by this
union, the Netherlands passed under the do-
minion of Austria.
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Many years under this new dynasty passed
with the marked desire for despotic power,
with frequent artful attempts at encroachment
on one side, and watchful resistance on the
other, until Charles V. the grandson of Maxi-
milian, assumed the reins of government. This
monarch might easily have subdued them had
he been inclined to use his power ungener-
ously ; but though an arbitrary temper had
sufficiently appeared in his administration of
Spain and Germany, where he had often
trampled on the dearest rights of the people,
yet Charles heing born in the Netherlands, and
having passed there the best of his days, he
loved the Flemings for their manners—Iless re-
served and stately than those of the Spaniards,
they accorded better with his habits and tastes ;
he therefore restrained his love of despotic power
within pretty moderate bounds, and permitted
them to enjoy the freedom which they so highly
prized. The Flemings were grateful for this
kindness. They liberally assisted him in the
wars in which he was almost continually en-
gaged ; and, except hisatrocious conduct in pun-
ishing the Gantois so barbarously, for having re-
sisted the payment of an arbitrary tax, no con-
siderable disturbance occurred during his reign
inthe Netherlands; yet the blood he shed on that



HISTORICAL SKETCH. 9

occasion greatly sullied his fame, and counter-
balanced his former popularity, and the splen-
dour of many acts of his government; the
only excuse that can be offered for executing
such vengeance on the citizens of Ghent, is, his
having been excited to its perpetration by his
general and confidant, the bloody-minded
Alva. :
Charles would gladly have transmitted to his
son, Philip, the affection which he hore towards
the Flemings, and the warm attachment and
loyalty they had displayed towards him ; for
this purpose he invited him to Flanders, and,
when Charles formed the extravagant and ro-
mantic resolution of retiring from the world, this
constituted a prominent feature in the eloquent
and pathetic exhortation he addressed to him.
But Philip could not enter into Lis father’s
views, nor love a people whose habits and man-
ners were so different from his own ; in fact,
he was a tyrant in his heart, and neither exam-
ple nor precept could improve it. He was the
child of bigotry and superstition ; for he had
scarcely mounted the throne, when he revived
every inhuman edict, and commanded the ma-
gistrates to carry his orders into execution. He
was even heard to declare that, if executioners.
were wanted to give full effect to the bloody
B3
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decrees of the Inquisition, he would himself as-
sume the office, and that he would rather be
without subjects than reign over Aeretics!

Every'man who taught what he considered
heretical doctrines; every man who was even
present at a meeting of heretics, was ordered
to be put to death by the sword, and every wo-
man buried alive!| A pecurial tribunal was or-
ganized for the suppression of heresy. Persons
were committed to prison on bare suspicion,
and tortured on the slightest pretence. The
accused were not confronted with those who
denounced them, nor even made acquainted
with the crimes for which they were arraigned ;
and, when condemned, knew not for what cause
they suffered. Their estates and chattels were
confiscated, and their families reduced to beg-
gary! It is astonishing that, in a country
where the people had so long enjoyed so much
freedom, not a single sword ‘ flew from its
scabbard” to extirpate from the face of the
earth such a monster !

The Protestant religion had lately been widely
and rapidly diffused through Belgium. It had
been imported by the French, and German, and
English refugees, who had escaped from the
persecutions carried on against them for their
religious opinions in their own countries.
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Charles had endeavoured to extirpate this grow-
ing heresy. He had recourse to the faggot and
to the sword ; but when numbers of the most
industrious and valuable of his subjects fled
from his power, when he saw his noblest pro-
vinces beginning to be depopulated, and when
the commerce, which was enriching other
countries that distinguished his own, was daily
diminishing, he wisely recalled his cruel orders,
and permitted the Flemings to worship God as
their consciences dictated.

Unhappily Philip did not follow this wise
plan; on the contrary, he enforced his diaboli-
cal persecutions by inundating the country with
Spanish soldiers ; these lived at free quarters
on the inhabitants, and committed, with im-
punity, every kind of outrage. The Flemings,
at first, offered no resistance, but they refused
to work on the dykes, saying, ¢ That they pre-
ferred being swallowed up by the ocean, to re-
maining a prey to the terrors of the Inquisition
and the licentiousness of the soldiery.”

The States-general, at the same time, remon-
strated against these oppressions; but Philip,
who was naturally haughty and unyielding,
who considered the liberties claimed by the
Protestants in religious matters as utterly in-
compatible with his thirst for despotic power,
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and who had taken a solemn oath to devote his
reign to the defence of the Popish faith and the -
extirpation of heresy, was immoveable. '
Driven to absolute despair, the people rose
en masse against their oppressors in many parts,
but, being undisciplined, and but ill provided
with arms, they were easily subdued. These
insurrections afforded Philip new pretexts to
give free licence to his bigotry and revenge.
The Duke of Alva, who delighted in blood,
was despatched into the Netherlands to torture
and destroy. He was an agent well suited to
execute the designs of his master, and he en-
tered on his execrable office with a demoniacal
zeal. No age, sex, or condition was spared ;
many, who had been only once present at a
Protestant assembly, even though they declared
their faith in the Catholic religion to be firm
and unshaken, were hanged or drowned ; while
these, who professed themselves Protestants,
were put to the rack to force them to discover
their associates! Hundreds were dragged by
horses to the place of execution, their bodies
committed to the flames, and their sufferings
prolonged with ingenious cruelty ! ,
Many of these noble martyrs bore unshaken-
testimonies to the truth in the very extremity
of their sufferings. To prevent the good ex-



HISTORICAL SKETCH, 13

ample of this heroic conduct on the spectators,
the tongues of some were torn out, others had
them burned with a glowing iron, and many
were screwed into machines contrived to pro-
duce the most horrible pain ! Wives were put to
death for affording shelter to their hushands ;
and, a father, in one instance, was executed for
allowing his son, who had returned from banish-
ment, to lodge one night under his roof! Dur-
ing the administration of this monster in human
shape, 18,000 persons suffered by the hands of
the public executioner !

Resistance was ineffectual and seldom at-
tempted, for the partial insurrections which
took place were easily suppressed, and furnish-
ed an excuse for more aggravated cruelties.
Their only safety was in flight ; and thousands
of refugees carricd to other countries the in-
dustry and the skill for which the Netherlands
had been for many years so distinguished. It
is said that more than 100,000 houses were:
abandoned. The population of the principal
cities was evidently much diminished, while
many of the smaller communes were almost de-
solate. A great proportion of these emigrants
sought refuge in England, where they were
kindly received by Elizabeth. That Princess
was well rewarded for the asylum she wisely
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afforded to these unfortunate persons, by the
introduction into her kingdom of many branches
of manufacture with which her subjects had
been before unacquainted. From this period
we may date the origin of English manufactures
(in many branches) in the kingdom.

Many of these exiles could not, however, for-
get the land that gave them birth, and which
was endeared to them by a thousand ties and
recollections. Under the Prince of Orange,
and assisted by some auxiliary troops from the
German Protestant princes, they determined
to make one noble effort to deliver their coun-
try ; but, unhappily, they were soon defeated
and dispersed by the arch-fiend, the Duke of
Alva.

The cause of freedom and humanity now
seemed desperate, all attempts at insurrection
had ceased. They who were best capable of
defending their country’s liberties had either
perished on the scaffold, or submitted to volun-
tarf’ banishment ; those who remained brooded
over their miseries in silent despair, when Alva,
adding absurdity and folly to tyranny and op-
pression, roused the dormant spirit of resistance,
and excited a universal rebellion, which gave
employment to the armies of Spain for half a
century, exhausted the vigour, ruined the repu.
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tation of that monarchy, and terminated in the
glory, freedom, and independence of the united
provinces.

The Flemings had never been accustomed to
be taxed by their princes, the power of taxa-
tion having belonged to the Assembly of the
States ; and, when the prince had occasion for
money, he petitioned for a supply, which they
either granted or refused at their pleasure.
But, Alva, without any previous application to
the Assembly, and of his own simple authority,
now proceeded to levy taxes more oppressive
than the people could have borne in their most
flourishing condition, and he enforced the pay-
ment with a rigour hitherto unexampled. This
increased the general discontent, and spirited
remonstrances being ineffectual, a general in-
surrection took place.

It may appear surprising, that the imposition
of taxes, however burdensome, should have
wrought more powerfully on the minds of the
Flemings, and excited them to open rebellion,
rather than the cruel persecutions which had
been exercised with such unrelenting fury on
account of religion ; but this feeling may be ac-
counted for from the innate love of money which
the Dutch and Flemings have always been cha-
racterized as possessing ; and, besides, the per-
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secution had extended only to a certain number
of individuals, whereas the taxes spared no one.

Our limits do not permit us to enter into a
detail of the sanguinary and ferocious war
which now commenced.

The Flemings called to their assistance Wil-
liam, Prince of Orange, the representative of
the ancient and illustrious House of Nassau,
who inherited large possessions in the Nether-
lands. Never was any man better qualified for
the arduous task of delivering an injured people
from the yoke of oppression. To vigilance,
application, and sagacity, he united a singular
tact, in conciliating the affections of men. He
proved himself what the Hollanders of the pre-
sent day fondly call him, ¢“The father of his
country, and the guardian of its liberties and
laws.” He generously sacrificgd his interest,
his ease, and his safety, to the public good;
and, after an arduous contest, in which he ex-
perienced alternate reverses and successes, in
which he did more than had ever been before
accomplished, he fixed on a firm foundation the
independence of Holland.*

In 1579, he brought about the treaty of

* How different has been the conduct of his successor, King
William! 1833.

~
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Utrecht, by which the seven united provinces
entéred into a solemn confederacy to support -
each other in the assertion of their civil and
religious ceremonies. Brabant and Flanders,
overrun by Spanish troops, torn by religious
feuds, and weakened by inveterate bigotry,
again submitted to wear their chains. The
northern provinces, however, bravely main-
tained the struggle, and, in 1609, compelled
the Spaniards to acknowledge their independ-
ence.

From this time the country was known by
the two grand divisions of Belgium (or the Ne-
therlands) and Holland. The former remained
under the dominion of Spain ; and pitiable,
indeed, was the situation of these ill-fated pro-
vinces. By emigration, by the hand of the
executioner, and by the sword, a great part had
been depopulated ; and only a few of those who
had remained had the means of cultivating the
soil to afford them bread. Innumerable multi-
tudes actually died of want, and pestilential
diseases (which famine and unwholesome food
produced) completed this picture of misery. In
Antwerp, Brussels, and other towns, many per-
sons of the better classes, after selling their fur-
niture and personal effects, were reduced to
beggary. In Brabant and Flanders, several
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villages were entirely deserted ; and, from the
solitude and desolation which prevailed, wolves
and other beasts of prey so rapidly multiplied,
that more than 100 persons were devoured by
these ferocious animals within two miles of
Ghent, the most cultivated district of the Ne-
therlands at that period.

The ten provinces, under the milder admi-
nistration that succeeded, gradually recruited
their population and their wealth ; but the prin-
cipal part of their trade was irrecoverably lost.
Amsterdam monopolized all the commerce of
Antwerp and Bruges ; and, although these
places are still interesting to the traveller, and
the former rapidly regaining its previous consi-
deration, they are but the shadow of what they
were.

The Netherlands remained under the govern-
ment of Spain, until the memorable battle of Ra-
millies, in 1706, when Brussels, and a great part
of the provinces, acknowledged Charles V1. af-
terwards Emperor of Germany, for their So-
vereign. The House of Austria retained pos-
session of them for forty years, when the Em-
peror, in 1788, assumed prerogatives beyond
what the Flemings were inclined to allow him,
and a rebellion was the result.

The rigorous measures which Joseph had
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adopted in order to quell this insurrection ex-
asperated the most moderate. The whole pro-
vinces flew to arms, and, before the close of
the year, the Pafriols, as they called them-
selves, were in possession of every town in Bel-
gium except Antwerp.

Had the Emperor lived a few months longer,
the Low Countries would have been for ever lost
to the House of Austria; but events were pre-
paring which, in a short time, would at any
rate have wrested them from their old masters.
At this critical period he died, and Leopold,
whose disposition was known to be mild and
benevolent, succeeding, and, by judiciously
commencing his reign with gentle and concili-’
ating ‘measures,* the Flemings were again in-
duced to submit to the Austrian government at
the close of the year 1790.

The events of the French Revolution are so
well known, that we abstain from entering in-
to any detail of their effects on the Netherlands,
except to state, that on the 24th May, 1806,
Holland was declared a separate kingdom, and
bestowed by Napoleon on his brother Louis.
He proved, however, hut the symbol of royalty,

® It is to be hoped that King Leopold will follow this exam-
ple. 1830.
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without any of its privileges, and merely the
slave of the Emperor. It is said, however, that
had he been permitted to exercise the functions
of a king, he was desirous to promote the hap-
~ piness and prosperity of the people over whom
he was sent to govern; but he shortly found
that mild and conciliatory measures would be
inconsistent with Napoleon’s views, who wish-
ed him to sanction a system of tyranny that
the nature of Louis’s mind abhorred, as it
would impoverish and finally ruin the nation
he had sworn to protect ; he, therefore, resign-
ed his empty honours on the 30th June, 1810,
but whether this was altogether a voluntary act,
or that he was dismissed by the tyrant of France,
has not been well ascertained. Holland was
now once more incorporated with France, and
the Dutch experienced their full share of op-
pression and injury ; their trade completely an-
nihilated, and their coffers emptied by robbery,
under the denomination of contribution. It
was, therefore, with joy that they hailed the
overthrow of the scourge of Europe.

The cry of ¢ Orange Boven’ was enthusias-
tically spread from town to town with one si-
multaneous voice and movement. On the 13th
November, 1813, they every where expelled
the oppressors of their country, while, with a
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dignity worthy of freemen, they disdained to
wreak their vengeance on a fallen foe. The
Stadtholder was invited, by the Holy Alliance,
to resume his former government, and Holland
again looked forward to prosperity and happi-
ness, of which she has now the fairest prospect.
Succeeding events placed the whole of Belgium
at the disposal of the allies, who, in the Con-
gress of Vienna, determined to annex it to Hol-
land, and thus form a barrier against the power
of France on that frontier.

The 66th article of the Act of the Congress
of Vienna declares that, “The old united pro-
vinces, together with the Duchy of Luxemburg,
shall form, under the Prince of Orange, Nassau,
the kingdom of the Netherlands.””” The inau-
guration took place at Brussels in July, 1815,
shortly after the battle of Waterloo.

The Belgians, who were at first reported to
be unfriendly to the union, jealous of the Dutch,
and disaffected to a Protestant king, have
shown, by the noble share they bore in the
memorable fields of Quatre Bras and Waterloo,
that they valued the privileges conferred on
them, whilst the heir-apparent has proved him-
self worthy of reigning (should he at some fu-
ture day be called to the throne), by shedding
- his blood in their defence.
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The Belgians had, no doubt, great cause of
displeasure at their union with Holland, in
being saddled with so large a share of public
debts which they did not contract, and they
naturally grumbled at first on the great addi-
tion to their taxes, but they shortly discovered
that it was better to pay for & mild government,
and the enjoyment of their civil and religious
rights, than a continuance of the miseries they
had endured during the despotic military tyran-
ny of their French rulers; and that a small
standing army of militia and a guard Burgeois
was less oppressive than arbitrary contributions
and conscriptions, which impoverished and de-
prived them, at the caprice of a tyrant, of the
hopes of their families. There is no longer the
necessity of burning the manufactures of Eng-
land for the purpose of ruining their ancient
allies ; they can now rival them in various
branches, and, at this moment (1829), the
Gantois can boast of having 35,000 cotton spin-
ners and weavers in constant employment,
while, at Seraing, on the Meuse, there is an
iron foundry on a greater scale than, perhaps,
anyothersimilar establishment in Europe, where
steam engines, and every kind of machine for
the fabrication of wool, cotton, and flax, are
manufactured, as well as in England, by Messrs.
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. Cockerill—4000 hands being in constant em-
ployment. New canals are opening to facili-
tate internal commerce, and a superb chemin
Jerrée traverses the Pays de Luxemburg from
the Meuse to the Moselle. In short, no coun-
try in Europe is in a more prosperous state
than the Netherlands

The King, shorly after, began to substitute
his own ordonnances in lieu of the laws he had
sworn to, with various other acts of despotism.*

SKETCH OF THE CONSTITUTION AND LAWS
PREVIOUS TO THE REVOLUTION.

Tue kingdom of the Netherlands contains the
former Belgian provinces, the old united pro-
vinces (Holland), with the grand Duchy of
Luxemburg. It is bounded on the south by
France (from the frontier of which it is distant
about 40 miles), on the north, by the North
Sea and the German Ocean, and on the east,
by Prussia and the dominions of Hanover.

* Written in 1827.
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Its extreme length is 280 miles, and 180 in.
breadth ; the population of Holland is calcu-
lated at 275 to a square mile, and of Flanders,
252 ; the Pays de Luxemburg hasnot yet been
accurately ascertained, but the population of
the whole kingdom by the last census in 1822,
was 5,500,000. Perhaps no country in Europe
produces so much food for “man and beast”’
as the Netherlands, in proportion to its size.
In this observation we do not include Holland,
as it is not a corn country. Except on the
banks of the Meuse, the Pays de Liege, and
Luxemburg, it is a champaign country, and
from Brussels to Flushing a dead flat.

We have already stated that the Netherlands
continued under the dominion of Spain till the
battle of Ramillies.

In 1792, Dumourier, after his victory at
Genappes, took possession of the Netherlands
in the name of the French republic, but, the
following year, the Austrians again made them-
selves masters of almost the whole of it, though
they were forced to abandon it to France, when
it was incorporated into that republic, forming
a part of the “ Grand Nation.”” 1t was once
more, and we hope for ever, separated in 1813,
from its rapacious neighbours, although, from
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its situation and fertility, it will always remain
a bone of contention in new wars.

In Holland, the tenets of Calvin prevail, and,
in Belgium, the Catholic religion ; but this is
not the cause of any dissension. The Dutch
have always been celebrated for their liberality,
and truly Christian charity, in religious opinions;
a quarrel, or even an unpleasant feeling on sub-
jects of religious controversy, was unknown,
every kind of worship being permitted, provided
it did not interfere with the laws.

“We are citizens of Holland, let us agree to
differ without anger,”” was the unanswerable
argument. The good effects of this accord
were found even under the cruelties of Philip.
Protestants and Catholics fought side by side,
and endured together the calamities of that
frightful period.

Protestant chapels are now established in
many of the Belgian towns, and a complete
toleration, with the exercise of every religion,
freely permitted.

The government of the different provinces had
been for many centuries thus favourable to civil
and religious liberty. The Belgians, jealous of
their rights and privileges, strenuously main-
tained them amidst all their vicissitudes, and
against the most powerful monarchs. The

c
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leading principles of the government then in-
troduced are still retained.

Since it has been formed into a kingdom, it
has been ruled in a great measure by the code
of Napoleon, but there is now before the States-
general projects of a new code, which will be
shortly promulgated. In the mean time, we
shall give a slight sketch of such parts of it as
have transpired, and add a short account of
the laws and constitution sufficient for the
settler or tourist to know.

The name, alone, of the chief magistrate has
been changed. The Stadtholder is no longer
known ; but the King, with nearly the same
prerogatives, now sways the sceptre.

The Englishman will observe a great simi-
larity between the constitution of the Nether-
lands and that of England, and though it is not,
in many cases, so liberal to the subject, it may
be considered the best of any State on the con-
tinent. ,

The northern provinces retain their former
names, and the southern are divided into the
several districts by which they were anciently
known, with the addition of the Pays de Lux-
emburg.

The Etats Generauxz,or Houses of Parliament,
consist of two chambers, Lords and Commons.
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No new law can emanate from the former, it
can only deliberate on the project (projet) of
laws which have been presented to it by the
King or the Council of State; but it possesses
the power of petitioning the Council to propose
any new law. With the second chamber also
resides the right of levying all taxes. All the
members are not elected at once as in England,
but one-third is renewed every year. The whole
number is 110, which is considered sufficient
for the population of the kingdom,* and, as the
government has but little influence or patronage
on the annual elections, they may be supposed
independent. There are no rotten boroughs nor
great Lords to sway the votes of election !

The House of Peers (Pairs) stands between
the sovereign and the people, and professes to
restrain the encroachments of either. No new
law can emanate from it, and it has simply the
power of rejecting or approving the projet sub-
mitted to its consideration.

The right of petition is judiciously establish-
ed, as in all other States who boast of a consti-
tutional freedom.

The members of each chamber are distin-
guished by the title of “ Noble” and * Puissant

* This, however, is not admitted by the Liberaux.
c2
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Seigneurs.”” The regular sitting of each cham-
ber commences on the third Monday in Octo-
ber, and is held alternately at Brussels and the
Hague ; but the King is empowered to call an
extraordinary meeting when he thinks this ex-
pedient, a prerogative of which he seldom
avails himself.

With the King resides the power of making
war or peace, appointing ministers, ambassa-
dors, and judges; convoking, proroguing or
dissolving the Parliament, approving or re-
jecting the projects of laws, and every executive
function.

The person of the monarch is inviolable, and
his ministers are responsible for every act of
maladministration. Yet it appears that the
ministers are only responsible to the King, if a
declaration of one of them can be considered
authority.

Every arbitrary arrest of the person is illegal.
If, on urgent occasions, the government causes
an individual to be arrested, he must, within
three days, be brought before the judge to whom
the law assigns him. This is equivalent to-the
act of habeas corpus in England, and is of great
importance to justice and to suppress tyranny.

The unjust penalty of confiscation is abolish-
ed. The judges are independent, and appoint-



CONSTITUTION AND LAWS. 29

ed for life by the King, on the presentatlon of
the provincial States-general.

All judicial sentences must be pronounced
in public, with the reasons on which they are
founded. The trial by jury, however, is abo-
lished even in criminal cases.

The abode of every citizen is inviolable.

No classes are exempt from the taxes except
the royal family, who only pay the land-tax

. Every subject of the King is eligible to all
employments, without distinction of birth or re-
ligious belief.

All individuals residing on the territory of
the kingdom, whether natural or stranger, en-
joy the protection which the laws afford to per-
sons and to property.

None may be member of the States-general,
or chief of any ministerial office, councillor of
State, king’s attorney, or member of the High
Court of Justice, but those born in the king-
dom or its colonies.

The naturals of the kingdom, or those who,
by the law, are naturalized, are admissible to
all other functions.

The King has the direction of foreign affairs,
appoints and revokes the ministers and consuls,
Though the King declares war, and makes peace,
he submits to the chambers all documents ne-
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cessary for the security of the kingdom. He
has the right to conclude and ratify all treaties
and public transactions. He disposes of all
military employments, appoints the officers,
and dismisses them at his pleasure.

The supreme direction of the eolonies apper-
tains to the King. He has the supreme direc-
tion of the finances, settles the salaries of all
the public functionaries ; but that of the judges
is settled by law.

The King confers nebility, and those wheo re-
ceive titles present the diplomas of their estates
(military officers excepted), and enjoy all the
privileges.

The King may mitigate the sentences of
courts martial and the other courts of justice,
aud may grant free pardons with the advice of
the high court.

Al new laws are presemted by his majesty
to the States-general.

There is for the kingdom only one code of
laws, whether civil, criminal, or commercial.

Each individual is guaranteed the peaceful
possession and enjoyment of his property, and
none can be deprived of it except for the public
good, pursuant to law.

The first duty of every citizen is that of
taking arms for maintaining the independence
of the territory.
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No troops can be introduced into the king-
dom, or into the service of it, without the con-
sent of Parliament. '

Besides the standing army, there is a national
militia, of which one-fifth is dismissed every
year. In no case can the militia be called to
serve in the colonies, nor pass the frontiers of
the kingdom, except in cases of imminent dan-
ger, and with the consent of the States.

The liberty of the press has no other restraint
than the responsibility of him who writes, prints,
or distributes.*

The most precious of all rights, liberty of con-
science, is guaranteed in the most formal man-
ner, and every religion is permitted and equally
protected by the law. No imprisonment for
debt is allowed except on bills of exchange or
promissory notes, and the creditors are then
compelled to afford the debtor a comfortable
subsistence while in prison, but attachments
against the property of a debtor are easily pro-
cured, and promptly executed.

There seems to be some doubt whether, by
the existing law, a foreigner can be arrested on
a bill of exchange drawn in England or else-

* A new law, however, is said to be projected for inflicting
fine and imprisonment on libellers.
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where out of the kingdom, and endorsed to a
Belgian during the currency of the bill.

There is one exception to arrest of the per-
son, in which humanity is the object. No per-
son, after he has entered into his 70th year,
can be imprisoned for debt or other offence,
felony excepted.

The king, William I. was born August 24,
1772, and married, October 1792, to Frederica
Wilhelmina Louisa, born Nov. 8, 1774.

From this union sprupg William Frederic
George Louis, hereditary Prince of Orange,
born December 6, 1792 ; married in 1816 to
the grand Duchess Anna Paulowna, sister to
the Emperor of Russia, born Jan. 18, 1795.
Of this marriage are—William Alexander, &c.
born Aug. 2, 1817; William Alexander Paul,
&c. born Aug. 2, 1818 ; William Frederic
Henry, born 3d June, 1820 ; Wilhelmina Marie
Sophia Louisa, born 8th April, 1824.

William Charles Frederic, born Feb. 24,
1797, and Wilhelmina Frederica Louisa Char-
lotte Marianne, born May 9, 1810.

The civil list of the Netherlands is two mil-
lions of gilders.

The Prince of Orange has about £45,000;
and the king has large possessions. It is sup-
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posed that he is the richest sovereign in
Europe.*

The taxes have been greatly augmented, es-
pecially that on horses, which is now 60 francs
per horse; but carriages are not taxed. Each
window and hearth in dwelling-houses pays
1 florin; men-servants, 10 florins; women-
servants, 7 florins. This appears a very un-
wise tax, and in no other country in the
civilized world are females taxed for their la-
bour. The late William Pitt attempted to in-
troduce a similar tax in England, but was
obliged to abandon so unpopular a measure.

It does not come into the plan of this volume
to say much of the commerce of the Nether-
lands ; it would be presumptuous to conjecture
what may be the result of the opening of the
navigation of the Scheldt; but we learn that
Antwerp is rapidly advancing in commerce, and
no doubt will shortly rival the Dutch ports. In
July 1828 seventy-two foreign ships entered
the river. With France the trade has greatly
decreased ; lately, however, we understand that
some of the linen cloth of Ghent is imported
into it, but a great jealousy exists between the

* It is, however, more than probable, that the enormous ex-
penses of a three years’ war has emptied his hoards—1833.

c3
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two countries, and the troublesome visitations
of the baggage of travellers crossing the fron-
tiers are extremely irksome, and occasion con-
siderable delay. It is to be lamented that a
better understanding does not exist between
the Douanes, and that the triple line of bar-
riers should not be removed. Nothing can be
more absurd and impolitic than such contemp-
tible regulations, which serve no purpose ex-
cept to encourage smuggling, and to put the
money that ought to go into the. public revenue
into the hands of a gang of ruffians who live
by fraud and perjury.

Nothing disconcerts the tourist so much as
the frequent examinations of his portmanteau,
except the insolence of * the jacks in office;”
and, although there are no similar interrup-
tions in travelling through the interior of Eng-
land, yet nowhere are there more annoyances
than at the custom-houses of our own sea-
ports.



SKETCHES
oF

BELGIUM AND HOLLAND.

CHAPTER I

OSTEND—BRUGES—GHENT,

THE author having stated, in the short Pre-
face, his intentions in the arrangement of the
following Sketches, he will not detain the
reader by further explanations, but proceed to
carry him along with him to the capital, by
the usual route.

The proximity of Ostend to the British shores
has, since the invention of steam, induced
many English travellers visiting the continent
to enter it by that port. Being a bar-harbour,
sailing vessels are frequently compelled, in
certain winds, to anchor or lay to in the bay
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a whole night; but as the passage by steam
can be calculated, there is no delay from that
cause or for want of water. It is commonly
made, in moderate weather, in seven or eight
hours ; and, as a boat is ready to convey pas-
sengers by a canal to Bruges and Ghent, they
may reach Brussels in thirty hours,* at an ex-
pense of three guineas. It is only the appre-
hension of a voyage of twenty-four leagues, and
the horrors of sea-sickness, that deter John
Bull from taking this trip as readily as to
Cheltenham or the Isle of Wight.

Before entering upon any details respecting
Brussels, it may be as well to give a brief ac-
count of the most usual route by which the
English arrive at that city.

At Ostend there is considerable bustle, and
trade is daily improving. The sums which have
been expended in augmenting its fortifications
must have heen enormous. It is the first of
the line for the defence of the frontier.

Ostend is a strong fortified place, and boasts
of considerable antiquity. In 1798, the Eng-
lish landed with a view of destroying the
sluices of the Bruges and Slykens canals—a

* The average time may be calculated at thirty-six hours from
London.
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pitiful mode of warfare, which, however, did
not succeed, and a more disgraceful and ill-
planned expedition England was never engaged
in. The wind shifting before the invaders
could re-embark, they were obliged to sur-
render.

By means of the steamers, the canals, with
their commodious yachts, and the diligences
to Ghent, Brussels, Antwerp, Dunkirk, and
Calais, Ostend is one of the most bustling sea-
ports on the continent.

The present port was erected by Joseph II.
who also constructed the basin and sluices of
Slykens. The entry of the former is difficult,
and vessels cannot pass within its narrow
jetties (the steamers excepted) with a foul
wind. At low water the harbour is nearly dry.
A flag is hoisted on the first battery to indicate
the depth, when ships may enter; and there
is a light-house.

Ostend is celebrated in history by the siege
the Dutch withstood in it, and their gallant
defence against the Arch-duke Albert; it con-
tinued three years and three months. The
Infante Isabelle, his spouse, visited it during
the siege, equipped in a cuirass, and exposing
her person with great sang froid to the fire
from the batteries. It surrendered to General

7
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Spinola, in 1604, by capitulation, but not until
the besieged were reduced to the last extremity,
and the works had become a heap of ruins.
The Dutch lost, by fire, and sward, and disease,
50,000 men, and the siege cost the assailants
above 80,000. It was calculated that they fired
against the town 250,000 cannon balls, the am-
munition being of heavy calibre of 50 or 60 1bs.

Napoleon’s absurd blocus continental ruined
Ostend ; many of the merchants having quitted
it to establish themselves elsewhere, its port
was deserted, and its streets turned into a hay
field ; but it is again in a state of comparative
prosperity.

You may proceed to Bruges in the barge,
by a canal of sufficient magnitude to allow the
passage of vessels of 500 tons burthen. This
city is about five leagues from Ostend, and
situated in a large plain, about ten miles from
the sea. It takes its name from the great
number of bridges (drugs in Flemish) which
traverse its canals. Baudouin, surnamed iron
arm (bras de fer), constructed a castle called
Burghum, which had a subterraneous passage
for the seigneurs, at half a league from the
city (during the popular tumults), communi--
cating with that of Louis de Male.

Under the reigns of the illustrious house of
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Burgundy, Bruges was the greatest depdt of
merchandise in Europe, and the centre of com-
munication between the Italian merchants and
the Anseatic towns, who had all bureaux and
consuls in it.

The art of making carpets was introduced
by the Flemings, after their return from the
holy wars. A manufacturer named Jans went to
Paris, in the time of Henry IV. and fabricated
the first tapestry, known afterwards as gobelins.
In the centre of the Grand Place are large halls,
under which are butchers’ shops, and extremely
commodious. The galleries are used for the
fairs twice a year. It is intended to restore
the tower of this building to the same state it
was before the fire in 1767 destroyed it.

The Hotel de Ville is gothic, surcharged with
ornaments and stataes of the Counts of Flan-
ders. The immense building, which was for-
merly used for shops and the manufacture of
cloth, is now converted into apartments for the
society of literature, and two cafés. Vis a Vis
are two ancient hotels, one of which was the
residence of Charles V. and the other of Charles
II. of England. This last monarch, during
his sojourn at Bruges, was elected by the Bour-
geois ““‘king of the archers.” By their insti-
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tution they engaged to defend their sovereign’s
person and to follow him in war.

The church of Notre Dame is a splendid
temple, and once contained the mausoleum of
Charles the Bold, killed at the siege of Nanci
in 1477. His corpse was found in a morass,
attached to the ice. This tomb, which also
contained the ashes of his daughter, Mary of
Burgundy, was in touchstone (pierre de touckhe)
and copper-gilt, and the ornaments in enamel
and silver. The gilding alone is said to have
cost 40,000 Brabant crowns. These monu-
ments were taken away by Mary.

The church of Jerusalem was built by & rich
merchant, who having visited the holy city,
vowed he would erect, on his return to his na-
tive place, a temple on the model of Jerusalem.
The Prinsen-hof, the ancient residence of the
Counts of Flanders, and where Philip le Bel,
father of Charles V. was born, was afterwards
converted into a convent of English nuns, and
now serves as a public office.

On the site of the old cathedral is a public
promenade. The Voyageur des Pays Bas (a
very interesting and well written work lately
published), in describing Bruges, says, ¢ This
city possesses a botanic garden, an academy
of architecture, of sculpture, and of painting ;
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a society of arts, sciences, and literature ; and
a pretty theatre. It has given birth to many
eminent physicians, lawyers, men of letters,
mathematicians, and botanists (and he might
have added painters). It is the cradle of
music, Philip le Bon having brought to it, from
Italy, the best musicians of the time—this
prince being a great admirer of that divine
art.”

It was at Bruges where the first balance-
clocks were made, and where sun-dials were
perfected.

Unfortunately, the city has neither springs
nor fountains, and the water which supplies it
is brought from the Scheldt and the Lys. The
streets, though generally narrow, are kept
clean. The powerful commercial league of
the Hanse Towns did not assume its name
until the middle of the 13th century, when its
influence was increased by the association of
Bruges and some other cities—Hanse, in old
German, signifying association. The popula-
tion is reduced from 100,000 to 25,000.

Bruges was the birth-place and also the place
of burial of John Van Eyck, better known as
“John of Bruges,” who, in the 15th century,
s said to have invented the art of oil painting,

3
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though this has been justly disputed. Some
of his works are preserved in the cathedral.

The visitor to this town cannot fail to ob-
serve the superior personal appearance of the
females. 'Their features generally bear a con-
siderable resemblance to those of the Jewish
race, from whom they are, however, distin-
guished by the mild lustre of their black eyes.

From Bruges to Ghent, a distance of thirty
miles, you are transperted by a second and more
splendid barge, which will be found an agree-
able mode of conveyance. The table d’hote
might satisfy any city alderman, or even gour-
met from the west-end ; but, being served at
one o’clock, it would only be considered as a
déjefiné a la fowrchette to an Englishman. An
aneedote is told of a certain John Bull who was
so delighted with the good cheer and agreeable .
company he met with in this finely gilded barge
(a present from Bonaparte to the city of Ghent)
that, instead of proceeding on his travels, he
agreed with the skipper to remain on board until
his funds were expended ; returning to Tooley
Street—his head crammed with broken French,
and his stomach with Schiedam-—an all-accom-
plished traveller !

The Poste-house,and many other good hotels,
afford excellent and cheap accommodation, and
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house-rent being extremely moderate, many
English families, whose finances do not permit

. them to settle in the capital, have taken up
their residences in Bruges. We must, how- .
ever, caution our countrymen that this city, in
autumn, is frequently affected with fevers and
agues from malaria.

Ghent or Gand, in the time of Charles V.
was a city of such magnitude, that this monarch
observed, ““Je metirais tout Paris dans mon
Gand.” 'The jeu de mot does not apply to its
Flemish name. It has long been in a decaying
state, although still a handsome, spacious, and
airy town.

The prison is well worthy of inspection. The
prisoners are chiefly employed in the various
departments of the linen manufacture, and in
converting the linen into clothing for them-
selves and for the army. A share of the pro-
duce of their industry belongs to the prisoners :
one part is accumulated till their liberation,
the other is paid to them, and they are at liber-
ty to purchase, at fixed prices, any of the arti-
cles printed in a long tariff posted on the walls.
Spirits are amongst the number ; but pens and
paper cannot be obtained without a special ap-
plication to the governor.

The new university is a handsome building.
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The circular amphitheatre, for the delivery of
lectures and distribution of prizes, is particular-
ly elegant, but, for the former purpose, some-
what too much ornamented.

Ghent contains several valuable private col-
lections of paintings ; that of Mr. Scamp, many
of whose pictures have been in the family of
the present proprietor for several generations,
is well worthy of the traveller’s attention. One
of these heir-looms, a sportive imitation of
Teniers by Rubens, is extremely curious.

Theride from Ghent to Brussels, about twelve
leagues, is as fine as the union of a rich soil
with high cultivation can make it. The fields,
though open, are dressed like a garden; and
neither weeds ner barren spots are to be seen.

Some historians pretend that Ghent was
founded by Julius Cesar, and that he named it
Chaia or Gaia, while others say that it owes its
origin to the Vandals in the fifth century, call-
ing the settlement Vanda or Ganda; we will
leave this point to be settled by the antiqua-
rians.

There is a popular tradition that it was be-
sieged in 960, by the three kings (not the
magi) of France, England, and Scotland, but,
being bravely defended by the Gantois, com-
manded by Thiery, Lord of Dixmunde, all their
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attacks for many months were repelled. This
unexpected failure so exasperated their majes-
ties, that they summoned the town to surrender
within twenty-four hours, swearing,  that if
this was not complied with, they would raze it
to the foundation, and sow corn on its ruins’’!

This threat inspired the citizens with fresh
courage, and the besiegers were at length com-
pelled to abandon the enterprise ; but the Eng-
lish monarch (whose name is not recorded), in
order to fulfil a part of his vow, and thereby
save his conscience, humbly begged permission
of the governor, as an act of piety, to throw a
grain of wheat on the market-place ; this mo-
dest request was accorded, and, that his majes-
ty might enter solus, a small opening was made
in the wall of the city. From this ridiculous
circumstance (which, however, is probably a
fable), the name of Engeland-Gat was given to
the street conducting from Bestroom Poorte
(the gate of assault) to St. Michael, which it re-
tains to this day. ‘

In 1174, a great fire destroyed two-thirds of
the city. Under the government of Louis de
Male, the prosperity of Ghent was so great,
that it was considered the most opulent in Eu-
rope. It is said that the magistrates having
been invited to a great feast by King John,
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cushions were forgotten to be placed on the
chairs. The guests threw their richly embroi-
dered cloaks on them, and retired when the
feast was ended without putting them on.
When reminded of this, the chief magistrate
replied, ““ The Flemings are not accustomed to
carry their cushions with them.” The luxuries
of this time increased to extreme licentiousness.
Not only the Grandees, but the Bourgeois,
were “ covered with purple and fine linen.”
The public baths (st0oven) frequented by both
sexes, became the rendezvous of the most
shameful description, and such was the state
of vice and disorder, that, in one year, 14,000
murders were committed in the gaming houses
and receptacles of debauch.

Notwithstanding the troubles which agitated
this city during the fourteenth century, it had
lost nothing of its splendour and prosperity ;
there were 40,000 artisans who worked in the
manufacture of linen and cloth, in constant
employment.

The notorious Olivier le Daim, called /e
Diable,” first minister to Louis X1I. after having
heen his barber, came to Ghent, under the title
of Count de Melan, in order to bring about a
revolution in favour of his cunning master; but
his intrigues were discovered, and the ci-devant



GHENT. 47

peruquier narrowly escaped with his life, the
populace having threatened to throw him into
the Scheldt. He made a precipitate retreat, and
afterwards fulfilled the proverb, ¢ that he who
is born to be hanged cannot be drowned,” for
the successor of Louis, Charles VIII. ordered
him to be hanged.—Vide Quentin Durward for
the adventures of this worthy. Oliviere, having
remitted his credentials to the Princess Mary
of Burgundy (the only daughter of Charles,
and the governante of the Netherlands) in pre-
sence of her council and the magistrates of
Ghent, added, that his mission required * he
should have a private interview with her with-
out witnesses.”” The council, astounded by
such an audacious and indecorous demand, pe-
remptorily refused it, especially as she was so
young, and already betrothed. The barber in-
sisted, and the magistrates again threatened to
throw the impudent rascal inte the river, when
he contrived to make his escape, after having
been pelted by the populace.

In 1537, there were so many persons affected
with leprosy, that the hospitals could not con-
tain them, and permission was granted them
to beg in thestreets ; for which purpose, a hat,
a tub, a pike, an iron box, and a bell, were given
to each mendicant, but they were forbidden to
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enter into any dwelling-house, to prevent in-
fection, and dormitories were provided for these
unfortunate beings in an insulated part of the
city. This dreadful malady did not disappear
till 1622.

In 1539, the Gantois refused to pay an arbi-
trary contribution levied on them by Charles V.
under pretence of supplies to carry on the war
against France. This mark of disloyalty was
highly resented by the Emperor and his sister,
Mary, and their punishment was not delayed.
Twenty-six of the principal citizens were pub-
licly decapitated in the fish market, and many
imprisoned and banished.

The magistrates, with thirty of the most re-
spectable and distinguished inhabitants, and
the deacons of the trades, equipped in black,
their heads bare and their feet naked, with cords
about their necks, were dragged to the market-
place, and, after being thus exposed to their
fellow-citizens, they were compelled to ask par-
don on their knees for the disobedience of their
colleagues ; besides this degradation, the ma-
gistrates were condemned to continue to wear
the cords about their necks during the exercise
of their public functions. Yet this monster,
Charles, was dignified with the title of ““ Great,”
and considered the father of his people! The
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disgrace inflicted on these innocent men was
but of short duration, and the hemp was con-
verted into a rich cord of gold and silk, which
they carried as a scarf. This custom continued
till the Revolution of 1792. An old poet al-
ludes to it in the following distich, where he
passes, in review, the six principal cities of
Belgium :—

¢¢ Nobilibus Bruxella viris, Antwerpia nummis,
Gandavum laqueis, formosa Bruga puellis,
Lovanium doctis, gaudet Mechlinia stultis.”

Charles, not contented with this vengeance on
individuals, ordered the fortifications to be de-
molished, although Ghent was his native place.
He also confiscated, to his own use, all the re-
venues of the city, arms, and artillery ; and even
the bells, which had played too gay a part dur-
ing the insurrection, were melted. A curious
manuscript exists, stating the amount of these
confiscations—a very large sum in those days.

When Charles had, by these vigorous and
despotic acts of tyranny, allayed the tumults,
he made a triumphal entry into the city on the
anniversary of his birth-day, but he did not
show that attachment which is generally felt
towards the natale solum, for he had hardly en-
tered the gates, when he convoked the knights

D
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of the order of the golden fleece and his coun-
cillors, being yet undetermined how he should
further punish his refractory subjects. On this
occasion, the ferocious Duke of Alva exhibited,
for the first time (for he had just arrived), that
sanguinary disposition for which he was after-
wards so infamously conspicuous. This mon-
ster recommended his master to raze the town
to its foundation. Charles mounted the belfry
of the tower to look at the immense extent of
it, and, on descending, asked his general, * How
many Spanish skins he thought it would require
to make a gant (glove) of the size of the city?”
To this jeu de mét the Duke made no reply,
seeing that the Prince had been shocked at the
inhumanity of his advice.

The Emperor, shortly after he had thus tar-
nished his glory, began to find his health im-
paired, and, being chagrined at the reverses he
had met with, and especially at the siege of
Metz, and the immense losses his army had
sustained, his spirits flagged, when, one day,
he said to one of his confidants, I perceive,
my friend, that fortune is a woman, and that
she, in common with her sex, prefers young
men to old.”” He had long adopted for his
motto—* plus ultra,” but now he added to it—
““non, non, plus ultra.”” Every day he became



GHENT. al

more disgusted with the vanities and grandeurs
of the world, and resolved to abdicate. For
this purpose he convoked the States-general of
the Pays Bas, and shortly after resigned his
throne at Brussels.

Although his conduct towards the Gantois,
on the occasion we have related, was unworthy
of the mind of such a man as Charles, he
greatly improved Ghent, and, among other use-
ful institutions, he established a school or hos-
pital for the children of the poor; they were
clothed in blue, and on this account called de
schoole van blauwe jongens. 1t is probable that
the blue-coat school in London was copied from
this.

In 1584, in the short space of three months,
three great personages died who had played
the principal figures in the tragedies of their
times ; the Duke of Anjou, who fell a sacrifice
to his debaucheries ; the Prince of Orange,
murdered by a fanatic ; and Ryhove, the friend
of the prirce, and his companion in arms, died
of a disorder which terminated in frenzy.

The Duke of Parma, after having brought
the whole of Flanders under his submission,
excepting the city of Ghent, resolved to reduce
it by famine. The citizens, after suffering
every privation, and reduced to the necessity

D2
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of eating horse flesh, dogs, and cats, were
obliged to submit, and the treaty of Beveren,
in 1584, put an end to twenty years of a bloody
war ; yet still the country became the dominion
of the more bloody Spaniards. This slight
sketch of the ancient history of Ghent is suffi-
cient for our purpose, and we proceed to record
a few events of more modern times.

In 1781, Joseph II. decreed that sons born
of a Catholic father and a Protestant mother
should be educated in the religion of the former,
and vice verse with the daughters, should the
mother be a Protestant. This liberal edict gave
great offence to the priests.

The following year, the barbarous custom of
dragging the bodies of suicides through the
streets on a sledge was abolished, Maria Louisa
having, a few years previous, put an end to the
horrible practice of torture. A

In 1783, an edict was passed at Ghent by
the Emperor, to suppress certain convents,
which thus commenced :—¢ Considering that
many religious orders lead indolent and lazy
lives, thereby becoming useless members of
society, and doing no good to their fellow-
creatures, besides being a burden to the State,”
&c. “T therefore feel obliged to abolish,” &ec.
In virtue of this wise measure, sixteen convents
of lazy vermin were abolished in Ghent.
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On the 27th February, 1792, the statue of
Charles V. was thrown down by a mob of sans
culottes, headed by a fanatic carpenter, De Vos,
who planted in its place a tree of liberty! In
December following, the famous decree of the
French Convention abolished all the convents,
hereditary titles, &c. and, on the 3d of January,
1793, General Dumourier forced down the
throats of the Belgians a national assembly.

In February, the same year, this precious
assembly voted the union of Belgium with
France. This, however, was quite ephemeral,
for, a few days after, the French army was
completely defeated by the Austrians at Ner-
winden, and obliged to retreat on Lille.

The following month the States of Flanders
voted to the Emperor Frances the sum of
2,000,000 of francs, to defend their country
against a new invasion.

On the 18th of January, 1794, the Duke of
York gave a grand féte at the Hotel de Ville,
in Ghent, to celebrate the birth-day of his
mother, the Queen of England.

In the mean time, the republican army,
which had been compelled to evacuate Condé,
Valenciennes, and Quesnoi, by capitulation,
had penetrated into Flanders by Courtrai and
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Ypres, and gained the important victory of
Fleurus, which decided the fate of all Belgium.

A short time afterwards, the French army,
under the orders of General Pechegru, overran
. the whole country. General Clairfait, having
in vain attempted to defend it, had only the
glory of making a clever retreat on Ghent,
which he evacuated in July, 1794, and every
part of the Austrian Netherlands fell into the
hands of the republic. Thus terminated the
government of the illustrious House of Austria
in the Pays Bas, which it had acquired by the
marriage of Mary of Burgundy with the Arch-
duke Maximilian in 1477.

The walls of the principal towns were speedily
covered with the decrees ¢ Liberty and Death,”’
“War to the Castles,”” “Peace to the Cottages,”
and such clap-traps.

These placards were stuck up by order of
the sans culottes, representatives of the people
who had followed the republican armies. These
ruffians gave the Gantois a good specimen of
liberty and equality, by levying a contribution
on them of 7,000,000 francs, and on all the
other towns large sums were exacted according
to their supposed wealth. The clergy and
nobles, designated under the name of Aristo-
crats, were loaded and ruined with impositions,
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the abbeys of St. Peter and Baudeloo were
taxed each with 1,000,000, and the Bourgeois,
in default of /’argent comptant, were compelled
to surrender their plate. The public bells were
melted to be converted into cannon. The pic-
tures, and every object of art, books, manu-
scripts, &c. belonging to the churches and li-
braries were sent to Paris, and the same game
was played in the capital and all the towns in
the Pays Bas.

- The vessels and silver of the churches were
not spared ; the requisitions in grain, horses,
and merchandise, were paid for in assignats,
which, in a short time, became blank paper.

The Flemish churches have been so often de-
scribed by tourists, that we forbear to enter into
any details of objects which must be seen to
give a notion of their splendour ; but the cathe-
dral of St. Buvon cannot be passed by without
some notice. It is justly considered one of the
finest specimens of Gothic architecture on the
continent.

The pavement is of black and white marble,
contrasting admirably with the pillars of Car-
rara and the highly-wrought ancient tombs.

The altar is also singularly rich in tasteful
ornament, and the pulpit exquisitely carved in
wood by the celebrated Flemish artists of the
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seventeenth century, is well worthy of exami-
nation.

The fine church of St. Michael is also highly
worthy of inspection. During the French Re-
volution, it was transformed into ¢ Le Temple
dela Loi.”’ Initthe marriages were celebrated,
the Pagan fétes to the Supreme Being, the
capture of the Bastile, and other mummeries.

Every citizen was compelled to suspend from
his window a ¢ri-color flag ; altars were erected,
and incense burned before the statues of liberty
and force, with the chaunting of hymns.

The city was divided into six sections, viz. :—
¢ Union, liberty, equality, fraternity,” &c. &c.

On the 18th June (afterwards a memorable
day to Napoleon) appeared the decree by which
Belgium was united to France.

The events of the late Revolution we pass
over, and shall only mention the patriotism of
the Gantois, in their warm and enthusiastic re-
ception of the First Consul, for in no part of the
Pays Bas were so many honours done to him ;
but, to do them justice, when this great man
had finished his career, the citizens of Ghent
received, with equal loyalty, Louis X VIII. when
he took an asylum with them in 1815.

On the 14th July, 1803, Napoleon, accom-
panied by his spouse, Josephine, and surround-
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ed by Generals Moncey, Balliard, and Beau-
harnois, with the prefect of the city, made a
solemn entry into it, at six o’clock in the even-
ing, passing under a triumphal arch, on which
was portrayed the great victories of the hero
of Italy. The procession was closed by several
regiments of cavalry and infantry, and a multi-
tude of citizens shouting  Vivas "> A brilliant
illumination testifying the general joy on the
occasion.

The following day, the First Consul and his
staff were entertained at the Hotel de Ville
with a most sumptuous féte. The grand hall
was ornamented with laurels and military tro~
phies, where was exposed the productions of
the various manufactures of the city, the en-
trance having an Egyptian portico, but, un<
happily, the artists could find no emblems ap-
propriate to adorn it. The chamber of com-
merce gave another and still more splendid en-
tertainment to their guests, in the Place d’Armes,
which was converted into an immense tent. In
an arcade where the musicians were placed, an
obelisk had been raised, and on it appeared, in
large transparent letters a yard in length, a
classical quotation from Telemachus—

‘‘La Ville de Tyre est hereusement située pour le commerce.”

p3
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But, alas ! at this time Ghent could only boast
of situation, for of commerce it had none.

It might be reckoned invidious to dwell
further on the absurd honours which the syco-
phants in power heaped on their new ruler
during his sojourn in Ghent. In 1810, he re-
turned an Emperor, and conducting a new wife,
the daughter of another. On this occasion
the prefect met the cortege at Alost, which at
noon entered the city, amidst the noise of ar-
tillery, the ringing of bells, and the acclama-
tions of thousands.

The following year, on the night of the 21st
of March, the birth of the king of Rome was
announced by discharges of cannon and a ge-
neral illumination ;. and, on the 9th of June,
public fétes were given to celebrate the baptism
of the illustrious infant. But how uncertain
is human foresight! Napoleon, amidst the
snows of Russia, sacrificed the finest army that
ever took the field, and with it forty-seven
heroes of Ghent, who formed a part of his body
guard in this unfortunate expedition.

The meteor, however, was again to appear
for a short time. The Emperor returned, and
forced Louis XVIII. to quit his capital and to
take refuge in the loyal city of Ghent; and it
was singular that the day of his majesty’s ar-
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rival was the anniversary of the birth of the
king of Rome. He was followed by the Duke
de Berri and Monsieur (afterwards Charles X.).
These illustrious strangers were received at
the gate of Bruges by the mayor, and they
passed through the city with a numerous re-
tinue to the hotel of the Count de Steenhuyse,
which had been prepared for their reception.

The news of the victory of Waterloo reached
Ghent about midnight on the 18th June; and,
though the king was suffering severely from
indisposition, he went immediately to the apart-
ment of his noble host, whom he embraced,
and, with tears of joy, presented him with his
snuff-hox, set in brilliants. The following
evening the city was illuminated ; and, on the
22d, his majesty of France took his departure,
after a residence of three months in the Pays
Bas.

The kind reception given by the Gantois to
an unfortunate monarch does great honour to
their feelings of humanity as well as to their
independence ; for the battle of Waterloo had
not been fought when they gave him an asylum.

It has been said that their former hero,
Napoleon, calculating on the certainty of an-
nihilating the English army, after their victory
over the Prussians, had given orders to his
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troops to sack and burn Ghent, for having har-’
boured the Bourbons. This would have been
an ungrateful return for all thé honours the
citizens had bestowed on him, and for the zeal
they displayed in their repeated conflagrations
of the manufactures of England, on more oc-
casions than one. In 1807, an immense quan-
tity of woollen and cotton cloths were publicly
burned ; and these aufo da fés seemed highly
to gratify the lower orders, if the records of
their own authors are to be believed. Now they
rival England in these articles, which is a more
sensible mode of revenge.

Ghent can boast of one of the most beautiful
public buildings that has been erected in mo-
dern times—the new university. The archi-
tect, M. Roelands, has displayed great judg-
ment and taste in selecting the richness of the
Roman designs as models. The fagade is com-
posed of eight columns, from the pantheon, and
the capitals from the temples of Antinous and
Faustina. At the two extremities are repre-
sentations, in basso relievo, of the Scheldt and
the Lys, reposing on urns, with William I.
the founder, presenting the university to the
city. On the frize is this simple inscription :

¢ Auspice Gulielmo 1mo. acad. conditore, S. P.Q.G. 1821.”
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The great entrance is in imitation of the Batis-
terie at Florence, with a sculpture of the arms
of the university on the entablature.

The vestibule* (or Salle de Thermes, as it is
called) is supported by four columns and eight
pilastres of the Corinthian order. The arch is
eighty-six feet high, and gives light to the
hall. This design is from Vitruvius, and is
destined to receive the busts of all the kings
who have encouraged the arts and literature,
from Charlemagne down to the founder.

The three other entrances are supported by
colossal caryathides, and covered with a front,
which crowns the busts of Themis, Apollo, and
Minerva. The chamber of the Actes is of a
circular form, with eighteen Corinthian co-
lumns, and twenty-four pilastres.

This structure does great honour to the
munificence of the king and the good taste of
the architect.

Ghent has a museum, an academy of paint-~
ing, and a royal society of beaux arts and litera-
ture.

The Kauter and the Coupure are the fashion-
able promenades. The former is planted with
trees, and surrounded with hotels and cafés.

® Amphitheatre for the delivery of lectures, &c.
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On Sunday mornings, and jours des fétes, it is
the flower market ; and at noon the beaw monde
may be seen—the ladies exchanging their
smiles and graces in return for the vases and
bouquets of roses, myrtles, carnations, &c.
presented by their gallants.

Ghent occupies more ground than Brussels,
and (the Parc and Boulevards of the latter ex-
cepted) is a handsomer and cleaner city, but
not to be compared with it as a place of resi-
dence. In every other town in Flanders the
houses of the citizens are hired to strangers;
but in the capital the influx is so great, espe-
cially of English families, that an immense
number of new houses have been built within
the last ten years for their accommodation.
On this account there is a greater choice of
comfortable residences ; and, although the rent
may be higher, they are better adapted to the
taste of our countrymen. At the same time, it
must be admitted that house-rent in Brussels
does not bear any proportion to the prices of
provisions.



HINTS

TO

ENGLISH FAMILIES SETTLING IN
BRUSSELS.

BrusgL, Bruxélles, or Brussels, as it is vari-
ously written, is the capital of the Pays Bas, the
seat of the government and the Etats-Generaux
every alternate year with the Hague. It may
be divided into two parts, the upper and the
lower.

The climate of the upper part of Brussels is
certainly very salubrious—fogs are rare, and

the air is elastic ; but, from the dryness of the
* soil, which reflects the rays of the sun, the
heat 'is sometimes as insupportable as in the
West Indies. The springs are rather earlier
and the winters sharper than in England. In
fact, the author found, upon comparing his
diary with one kept by a friend in Edinburgh,
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that the thermometer was several degrees lower
in Brussels. Itis a farther proof of the greater
intensity of the cold, that the tribe of laurels
will not stand the open air in winter in any
part of Flanders.

The lower parts of the city are exceedingly
dirty ; and the malaria, emanating from two
filthy stagnant ditches near the Deux Ponts,
which, during the autumnal months, exhale the
most pestilential effluvia, may be regarded as
the pregnant cause of the diseases that are
then prevalent in that neighbourhood—typhus,
ague, &c.

Though Brussels is an agreeable town as a
residence, it affords few objects worthy of the
notice of a stranger. The spire of the Hotel
de Ville is a noble specimen of Gothic archi-
tecture, seldom surpassed; and the various
-buildings in the Grande Place, and some in
other parts of the town, will gratify the ad-
mirer of the florid style of the sixteenth cen-
tury. The view of ¢ fair Brussels”’* from the
Chateau de Lacken, and a promenade in the
Parc, perhaps the most beautiful public garden
in any city in Europe, will amply reward the
curiosity of a tourist. And he must not depart

® So called by Sir W. Scott.
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without paying a visit to the small but exqui-
site collection of pictures lately formed by the
Prince of Orange, nor without admiring the
architectural beauty of the hall of the Chamber
of Deputies or Etats-Generaux.

Whenever the city is affected with any epi-
demic, it always begins in the lower part, and
is most violent in its effects, yet Brussels is, on
the whole, a very healthy place; but agues,
proceeding from miasma and typhus fevers,
are frequent in the autumn on the Rivage, the
Port de Flandres, and in the fauxbourg of St.
Jean Ten-Nood, beyond the Port de Louvain,
when such diseases are not to be found in the
region of the Parc and the upper Boulevards.
It is, we understand, intended to drain some of
of the ponds between Etterbeck and the faux-
bourg Ten-Nood, to prevent the miasma occa-
sioned by them.

The Scheldt runs six leagues from the city ;
and, when the wind comes from that quarter,
it frequently brings with it vapours and dense
fogs; and it is supposed that the sea (dis-
tant fourteen leagues), as well as the river, has
some influence in conveying these fogs, which
are perceived an hour or two after the flood-
tide. Part of Brussels is built on the side of a
hill. Viewed from the west of the Parc, it pre-
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sents a magnificent amphitheatre, and a pic+
‘turesque and fertile scene. The soil on the

" upper part is composed of a mixture of sand,
shells, and fossils, in which are deposited a
white calcareous stone, that is used in the
foundations of buildings and in making roads
(very injudiciously, for they are readily decom-
posed by frost and rain, and consequently are
a bad material for such purposes).

In the plains the soil is alluvial, with a mix-
ture of sand and marine substances, on a bed
of peat moss. The land is extremely fertile.
Water is found within a few feet of the surface.

The hill on which the upper part of the
town is built appears to be the extremity of an
ancient sea-bank, in proof of which, petrifac-
tions of fish are found towards the Halle gate—
the highest point of the old rampart being 36
toises above the level of the sea.

The Senne enters by two branches; its
largest breadth is at the fish-market, 5 tnises,
and its depth about as many feet; but in win-
ter it descends with vast rapidity, committing
great devastations on the adjacent fields. In
1820, the waters suddenly rushed in at the gate
of Anderlecht before it could be shut, and com-
pletely overflowed the lower parts of the town.
Boats might be seen plying about for several
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days. In the Rue Neuf, the author happened
to pay a visit to a friend at noon, and, in an
hour, was carried on shore on the shoulders of
a porter. The village of Anderlecht, and the
valley in that quarter, presented another Ve-
nice. Immense damage was done in the cellars
and warehouses in the city.

There are nine gates of issue—that of Na-
mur conducts to Waterloo and the south ; the
Porte de Halle, the same direction; Ander-
lecht, to Paris and all parts of France ; Ninove,
to that town ; Flandres, to Ghent ; the Port of
the Rivage and Porte Guillaume, to Antwerp ; 3
Louvain, to Liege and Germany.

The thermometer is two degrees lower in
Brussels than in Paris in winter, and two de-
grees higher in summer ; and the seasons are
more variable and humid than in the French
capital, but less so than in London. In 1783,
1794, and 1826, the thermometer of Rheameur
stood at 30 degrees of heat (97 of Fahrenheit).
The medium temperature may be calculated at
70 degrees of Fahrenheit during the summer
months. :

The cold is sometimes very severe. In 1826,
the mercury of Rheameur stood at 16 degrees;
4 degrees below the zero of Fahrenheit.

The population of Bruxelles, including
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strangers, is calculated at 112,000. The num-
ber of houses is calculated at 16,500; but the
new buildings are increasing with extraordi-
nary rapidity. 1200 lamps in the streets ; 29
fountains ; 90 pumps ; 800 auberges and caba-
rets. The Parc, Rue Madelaine, Montagne de
la Coar, and some other streets, are lighted
with gas. The city is divided into eight sec-
tions, forming two arrondissements. It is forty-
nine and a half poste leagues from Amsterdam,
and seventy-five and a half from Paris.

It is to be lamented that the Flemish archi-
tects do not distribute the interiors of their
houses better. If it be true that many are
erected for the accommodation of the English,
it would have been for the interest of the
speculators had they more studied the English
taste. The stair-cases are steep and narrow,
and the apartments cut into so many sub-
divisions, that you seldom see a well-propor-
tioned room. Glass being cheaper than bricks
with lath and plaster, it is not uncommon to
find four windows in a room of sixteen feet
square. As no regard is paid to the accom-
modation of servants, their sleeping places in
the attics are only fit to swing a cat. Asto a
servant’s hall or butler’s pantry, they are quite
unknown.
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Bruxelles is the seat of the supreme court,
of the court of appeal, and the assizes of the
provinces are held every three months in the
city.

The Catholic religion is professed by nine-
tenths of the inhabitants ; but there are temples
for every sort of worship, and the Jews have
a synagogue and a school.

A modern writer gives the following charac-
ter of his fellow-citizens :—*“ Les Bruxellois
sont doux, francs, sincéres, courageux, et entre-
prenans; ils aiment et recherchent le luxe et les
plaisirs ; dans les estaminets, les cafés, et dans
Pinterieur desfamilles,régne une gaitie cordiale.
Les Bruxellois sont hospitaliers et bienfai-
sants ; aucune Ville du Royaume n’a possédée
autant d’etablissemens de charité que Bruxelles.
Dans cette ville on congoit facilement et I’ouv-
rier exécute bien ce qu’il entreprend; il tra-
vaille avec gout et perfectionne son ouvrage.
Les arts et les sciences sont cultivés, honorés,
et recompensés ; le merite y trouve du travail.

““ Le genie de la peinture semble avoir fixé
son, séjour a Bruxelles. Cette ville possede en
ce moment des peintires dans tous les genres.
Les dames s’occupent aussi avec le plus bril-
lant succes de peindre en miniature, de dessin ;-
et a I’exposition de tableaux de cette année, la
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palme doit leur étre decernée. Elle posséde
encore le Phidias de nos jours, le celébre Gode-
charles ; elle forme chaque jour de voeux, pour
qu’elle conserve encore long temps un des patri-
arches de la sculpture moderne.”

Printing has made prodigious progress since
the Pays Bas has been converted into a king-
dom. One single press has published, within
the last two years (1824-5), above 200,000
volumes.

Bruxelles can boast of the most beautiful
promenade, perhaps, of any city in Europe—
the Parc. It was constructed in the year 1774,
from a design of Zinoer. It consists of seven-
teen acres, intersected by three large paralleled
alleys meeting at a common centre, le bassin vert,
on which is a jet d’eau. In the alley, vis @ vis
to the palace and the Etats-Generaux,are placed
an infinite number of busts of Roman emperors
in blue stone, peeping from draperies, and on
a sort of termini, with naked feet, chiefly exe-
cuted by Delvaux. They are, in general, mi-
serable specimens of art, although highly esti-
mated by the Belgians. During the battle in
the Parc at the Revolution, a great many of
them were destroyed or mutilated, but the art
of sculpture has not suffered much loss.

The very moderate price of every article of
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living in Flanders, compared with England,
the salubrity of the climate, a mild government,
and an easy access to London, render Brussels
perhaps the very best station of any capital on
the continent to those who, possessed of a nar-
row income, may wish to live respectably, and
give their families a liberal education. It is
justly celebrated for masters capable of in-
structing youth in all the modern accomplish-
ments, who give lessons on the most moderate
terms, and there is an excellent academy for
boys. Many English families have already
availed themselves of these advantages, while
others, from setting up too great establish-
ments, have failed in their plans of economy,
and returned even more embarrassed than
when they came. This is mainly to be attri-
buted to imprudence in their domestic arrange-
ments ; for, finding all the necessaries of life
so much- cheaper than in England, their tables
are too amply served, and, being able to drink
French wines at a third of their price in Eng-
land, three times as much is consumed. Thus,
although at the end of the year they may have
lived better, there has been no retrenchment.
It is only by strict attention to minutiee in the
ménage, by trusting little to servants, and pay-
ing for every thing as it comes into the house,
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that any scheme of economy will prove effec-
tive. From many honest Flemings having
been taken in by Messieurs les Anglais, where,
from appearances, no suspicion of the kind
could be reasonably entertained, tradesmen
look at strangers with a suspicious eye if ir-
regular in their settlements.

English families coming to reside at Brus-
sels are in general ill acquainted with the ex-
penses of living, having probably derived their
information from passing tourists, or from books
written by authors without experience. Hence,
on their arrival, they find every thing, especially
house-rent, dearer than they had anticipated ;
and, being unable to procure a comfortable
well-furnished habitation in the Parc or Boule-
vards for the price of a lodging in some obscure
street in London, they complain that house-
rent is dearer than in England.

Throughout Flanders, provisions of every
description are abundant, and consequently
cheap ; but houses in good situations in Brus-
sels being scarce, are comparatively dear, al-
though, in fact, the rents are lower by half than
at any of our English watering-places. A six-
roomed house in the Parc, tolerably furnished,
lets for 300 or 350 francs per month. At Chel-
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tenham or Brighton, such a house would be
double that sum.

The first consideration for a settler is a ha-
bitation, the rent of which ought to be regulated
by his revenue. Apartments are not, in gene-
ral, to be procured for a shorter period than
six months, and they are usually but scantily
furnished ; besides, as there is no such thing
as a quartier fermé, as in Paris, the kitchen
being in general held in common with the
landlord, they are by no means suited to a
family, unless dinners are had from the restau-
rateur.

Those who purpose residing at Brussels for
only one year might be unwilling to engage an
unfurnished house for so short a period ; but,
as a broker will readily supply them, by the
month or year, with any quantity of furniture,
this plan will be found more advantageous, both
as to economy and comfort, than taking a ready-
furnished house, which is generally destitute of
many things that the English deem indispen-
sable ; whereas, by contracting with a broker,
you may have furniture of your own selection
at a certain per centage according to its value.

In the Rue Ducale* in the Parc (the plea-

* Duke Street, in English ; and, Hartoegen Straat, in Flemish.
E
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santest street in the city), six-roomed houses
cannot be hired for less than 80 or 90 Napo-
leons, exclusive of taxes, which may amount to
10 or 15 more, according to the value of the
*furniture you put into it. On the Boulevards
there are are many pleasant houses on a larger
scale, and of course dearer. In the lower de-
partments of the town, accommodation can be
had on more moderate terms ; but the air is not
so salubrious, and the distance from the centre
of attraction, the Parc, renders a residence
there less desirable.

The houses in the Parc and its environs are
supplied with delicious water from the neigh-
bourhood, and additional pipes are now laying
(1828) to render the supply adequate to the de-
mand.

Such is the dilatoriness of the tradesmen em-
ployed in fitting up and furnishing houses, that
a stranger may be deemed fortunate if all his
orders are completed within three months after
the time appointed, especially, if the broker adds
to his promise—* parole d’honneur.”” With the
Flemish tradesmen there is a material difference
between promise and performance. It is a
common occurrence for the paper-hanger and
painter, after having contracted for and com-
menced his work, to leave it until he has com-
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pleted any other undertaking on which he
might be engaged. Indeed, the demand for la-
bour is so great, in consequence of the number
of new buildings, that these tradesmen consider
they are conferring a favour on a customer by
the execution of his orders.

The furniture of a moderate-sized house will
amount to 7,000 or 8,000 francs—say £300.

Though there are many excellent cabinet-
makers, yet there is but little variety in the
furniture, which, in point of taste, is decidedly
inferior to that of London or Paris.

The new hospital does great honour to the
city. It is designed by the architect, Partous,
and is distinguished by a simplicity worthy of
its destination. Two large quadrangles, sur-
rounded by open columns of beautiful granite,
where the aged and infirm of both sexes may
take exercise, sheltered from the sun and rain.
In the middle is a lawn, bordered by an excel-
lent pavement, and the whole building is re-
markable for its solidity.

It is to the humanity of the administration
of the hospitals, and particularly to Monsieur
Marcq, seconded by the munificence of his
majesty, King William, that Brussels owes
this splendid edifice, which may be considered
as.one of the most appropriate to the relief of

E2
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old age and infirmity that is to be found in
Europe. On the front of the two principal
entries is this simple inscription—“ Egenis
senibus, 18!

In the year 1819, gas was introduced into
Brussels, and a few of the streets and some of
the shops are lighted with it, but it is not ge-
neral.

The Cathedral of St. Gudule is a noble temple,
in the form of a cross, with three naves. A
tower in the pyramidical form rises on the
side where the cross is formed. This tower,
however, was left unfinished. In the interior
is the clock. The grand nave is separated
from the others by twelve pillars that support
the roof, and on each is a statue of an apostle
—four of which are from the chisel of Du-
quesnoi (Fiamingo)—St. Paul, St. Thomas, St.
Bartholomew, and St. Matthew.

In the middle of the principal nave is the
pulpit, executed by H. Verbruggen, for the
Jesuits of Louvain, in 1669. After their sup-
pression, it was purchased by Maria Theresa,
and presented to St. Gudule in 1776. It re-
presents Adam and Eve, of the natural size,
driven by the angel from Paradise. On the
left is a representation of death pursuing them.
Adam and his wife are so disposed as to sup,
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port the globe, in which is the preacher’s
chair. There are many allegorical figures;
and round the pulpit are two trunks of trees,
in which the stair is ingeniously contrived.

This chaire de verité is of the most exquisite
workmanship, and well worthy of notice, as are
the windows, which are painted in the best
time of the art.

In 1817, the old Palace of Justice was con-
verted into the Etats-Generaux, but the cham-
ber of the commons is entirely new. The
architect, Vanderstraeten, furnished the design,
and the amphitheatre of Verona served him as
the model. It is extremely beautiful. Five
years after its erection it was unfortunately
burned down by a fire which took place in the
adjoining house, then occupied as a temporary
residence of the Prince of Orange, but it was
immediately rebuilt on the same plan.

This palace forms a fine termination when
viewed from the centre of the Parc. The king’s
palace faces it at the other extremity. It has
naot been altogether rebuilt, but restored, from
a design of M. Sys, and finished in nine
months, by the exertions of this architect and
M. Steelmans and Tassen. The fagade to the
gardens is in blue granite, from the quarries
of Arquennes, Feluy, and Soigniés.
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The length of the building is one hundred
and fourteen aumes (twenty-seven inches are an
aune), and of simple construction.

The right wing of the palace is inhabited by
his Majesty, the left by Prince Frederic. The
entrance is by a vestibule, separated by three
passages, the middle being the carriage-way,
hence you arrive at the grand stair conducting
to the state apartments, which are spacious and
handsomely furnished (1827). The palace of
the Prince of Orange, facing the Boulevard of
the south, is just finished, and was occupied
by his royal highness in December, 1828. The
exterior bespeaks abundance of accommoda-
tion within. The hasement is rustic, of blue
granite. Above it, Lonic pillastres to the first
and second story. The bases, capitals, and
cornices, being also of this granite, painted
white, and contrasted with the blue walls, pro-
duce an effect not at all harmonious to the eye.
The only thing remarkable in this palace, is a
dome sixty-six feet high, and thirty-one in dia-
meter, supported by pilastres. The length of
the building is two hundred and thirty-eight
feet, and sixty-two wide. The stables are awk-
wardly placed ; and, it must be confessed, that
the whole has more the air of a manufactory
than of a palace in the nineteenth century.
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It is intended to fill up the old fossé of the
ramparts beyond this palace, and convert it
into a grand parade, or Place &’ Armes. A tri-
umphal arch is also to be erected, to serve as
a gate to the city, and to be called the Porte
de Waterloo ; and near it is projected the new
hydraulic machine to supply that quarter with
water, which was much wanted. The revolu-
tion, however, put a stop to these intended
operations. We have heard that there is a
plan of extending the town towards Etterbeck,
which would be a prodigious improvement. A
great many houses have been already erected,
but no attention has been paid to their sites ;
so that it would be difficult to form streets on
any regular plan, should the speculation take
place,

The Parc, so justly renowned for its beauty,
merits a slight description, but none can do
justice to its agremens as a promenade. It is
more ““ a dressed wood”’ than a garden, for there
are neither flowers nor shrubs; and strangers
are puzzled why it should be called a park.
This name, however, probably arose from its
having, ahout the middle of the last century,
contained various animals (fere nature) run-
ning about in a tame state—deer, hares, goats,
&c. and, in the time of the Arch-duchess Eliza-
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beth, a stag, which followed children and eat
from their hands. The author has a print of
the old Place Royal, with this very stag in the
group. The Parc was then enclosed with a
brick wall, and two Gothic gates. The pre-
sent garden (as we shall call it, for it puts one
in mind of Kensington) was laid out by Zinver
(a name distinguished in his day), in the year
1774, on the ancient site. It consists of three
wide parallel avenues, surrounded by lofty
trees that cross in a common centre. These
trees are polards, as indeed is every tree in the
kingdom ; but in a garden they ought to be so,
as branches would so overshadow the walks
that they would be seldom dry.

In the alley opposite the palace is a range
of figures, intended to represent the Roman
emperors. These issue from a drapery of blue
stone, placed on a sort of pedestal or terminus,
are from the chisel of Delvaux, the Flemish
Phidias of his day. At the extremity of the
promenade, the Regence proposes a handsome
gate, with two pavilions, as a guard-royal to
the palace.

From the Green Basin (probably so called
from its being overgrown with weeds) are to
be seen the four principal entries. Other
walks intersect them in all directions. In the
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upper walk are two groups, representing the
attributes of agriculture and commerce. These
are by “the immortal Godecharles.””* In the
middle of the three alleys are parterres of grass,
which fall under the scythe like hay fields twice
a year. Itis singular that the Flemings have
no idea of alawn; for when they happen to
have arood or two of grass as a bleaching-green
in their gardens, instead of having it cut once
a week in summer with a scythe, it is clipped
with a pair of scissors, or cut with a knife or
reaping-hook. The scythe is only used by the
peasants to cut hay. The city gardener would
be offended if you proposed the use of it to
him.

The great beauty of this garden as a prome-
nade, is the variety and retirement of many of
the walks, affording shade in the hottest day.
In a ravine is a well, of which there is some
silly legend of Peter the Great, the Emperor
of all the Russias, having tumbled into after
dinner, which gave occasion to an inscription
to commemorate this imperial somerset !

In a corner towards the east end is a café,
called Wauxhall, to which is attached the ¢ Bal

* The Flemings considered this sculptor as a second Fiamingo.

E3
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Noble,” where the hidalgos have their meetings.
There is also a small theatre, where, on Satur-
days, and sometimes on other days,are exhibited
little dramas, vaudevilles, and operas.

In a thick clump in the centre of a circular
walk is an open rustic tent,'where, on Sundays
at noon, the city band of music plays for an
hour ; and this concert is always well attended
by a concourse of elegant and well-dressed
females, exhibiting their new costumes, airs,
and graces.

There are abundance of benches for the re-
pose of the pietons; and, although the ladies
complain that the sand is a great enemy to
their smart shoes and white petticoats, yet the
walks are soon dry after a shower.

A certain number of men are employed to
clean and trim them ; and pompiers (armed fire-
men) are on duty constantly, to preserve the
trees from being damaged, and to prevent
beggars and improper persons from being ad-
mitted. The Regence pays all these expenses.

A bell is rung at sunset, or a little later, a
quarter of an hour before the gates are shut,
to warn the pedestrians ; but, in case any per-
son should be accidentally shut in, there is a
porter at the gate next the Place Royal at all
hours.
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From the Green Basin is a remarkably fine
coup d'eil. The beautiful spire of the town-
house, the towers of the cathedral, the country
on the hill, beyond the Ninove gate, and the
city at your feet. Through the opening at the
Place de Bibliothique, are often seen the most
beautiful effects of skies and sunsets that can
be imagined, as subjects for the painter.*

This garden is admitted to be the most agree-
able promenade in the middle of a town that
can be found in Europe. For extent, it is not
to be compared to the London Kensington, or
to the Prado at Vienna, and many other public
resorts ; but its ready access to the citizens
gives it a preference to all others, especially to
those who do not keep carriages.’

If the Regence would lay the walks with
gravel from the Meuse, on the principal avenues,
this would make it altogether unique. A calcu-
lation has been made, that it would not exceed
. 20,000 francs to bring gravel from Kensing-
ton sufficient for this purpose ; but there is as
little taste for gravel in this country to lay on
their walks, as for well-kept lawns.

* This view has been frequently painted by several of the
Dutch and Flemish masters; and one in the Museum at the
Hague, represents a setting sun, by Vanderneer, with an extra-
ordinary fine effect.
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The Conducteur de Bruxelles, from which
we have made several extracts, gives the fol- v
lowing account of the Parc :—

“ It is a promenade perfectly designed, its
plantations, beautiful avenues, lawns, clumps,
and towers, fix the attention of strangers.
Among the splendid statues which adorn this
delightful garden, the most distinguées are the
figures of Diana, Narcissus, Venus, Thetis,
. Apollo, Leda, &c. and the busts of Alexander
and Cleopatra.”—[N.B.—They are all exe-
crable.]

¢ It consists of fourteen arpens (twenty-seven
English acres), and was made by the Austrian
government. On the entry of the French,
it became the property of the State, and Na-
poleon gave it to the city to keep in order. It
is encompassed by handsome houses, built on
a regular plan. On the right is the Rue Ducale
(Hartoegen Straat), formerly it was known by
the name of ¢ La Rue Genevoise,”” from certain
merchants of Genoa, attracted by the commerce
of the Pays Bas, settling in that quarter.

¢ At the bottom of this street is the Concert
Noble, where musical meetings were formerly
held by the higher classes ; but during the re-
volution, it fell into the hands of the Bourgeois,
who still use it as a ball and concert room.”
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In the northeast end. of the square is the
_ Etats-Generaux, the hotel of the English am-
bassador, and several noble houses occupied by
private persons, and as public effices. On the
south corner is the hotel of the Prince de
Ligne ; and, on the north, the Hotel de Galles,
now converted into a lodging-house. This street
(La Rue de la Lois), leads to the Rue Royale,
extending from the Place Royale to the gate of
Skaerbeck, more than half a mile. It is now
nearly completed, and may rival in beauty and
extent, any street on the continent. It was
pitiful economy not to continue the Zrottoirs
from the Parc to its whole length. It has been
proposed to establish a market on the north
side, which would be highly advantageous to
the inhabitants of the upper parts of the town.

The Place Royale is extremely imposing, on
a small scale, but the houses are noble. In
the centre of the eastside is the modern church
of Caudenburg. The Hotels de Belle Vue,
Flandres, and Europe, and the Café d’Amitie,
occupy the other sides of the square. In aline
with the Rue Royale is La Rue de Regence, a
new street, leading over an iron bridge to the
Grand Sablon, a great improvement, by which
carriages may avoid the steep descent of the
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Montagne de la Coar, and the Rue de la
Madelaine.

On the west corner is the Rue de Musée,
leading to the ancient Palais de la Cour, and
to the old Botanic Garden—which last has
been demolished, and on its site a superb build-
is now erecting (1830).

The first exhibition in this noble building
took place in July and August, 1830, and cer-
tainly did great credit to the Flemish artists.
Unfortunately, however, the revolution occur-
red before it was closed, and greas fear was ap-
prehended that the contents of the various
apartments would be plundered by the revolu-
tionary mob, or, that the building might be de-
stroyed during the battle of four days, but no
damage was done to it, although close to the
Place Royal, where several large hotels were
destroyed.

Among the pictures exhibited was one histo-
rical subject—the Siege of Leyden (an episode),
by a young, and till then unknown, artist, Wap-
pers; by birth, we believe, a Dutchman. The
connoisseurs considered this chef d’euvre as
worthy of the pencil of Rubens or Vandyke,
both as to colour and composition. It was said
that the Prince of Orange had purchased this
splendid work, and rewarded M. Wappers (as
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he well merited) by a sum of 20,000 florins.
Had not the revolution happened, this picture
would have been sent to England for exhibition,
and we trust the period is not distant when the
amateurs will be gratified with the view of a
modern work of such extraordinary merit.

The Royal Gallery, now building in the Rue
de Musée, will be a great ornament to the city.
It isintended as exhibition rooms for objects of
national industry, and the first exposition will
take place in 1830.

M. Fleury is the architect employed for its
construction, and as it will have a correspond-
ing wing with the present museum, the same
design will of course be followed.

The centre fagade, facing the street, in the
form of a horse shoe, will be sixty meters in
length (about two hundred English feet), the
wings forty, and the whole covering an area of
twelve hundred meters. The building will con-
sist of a sunk story, a ground floor, and a pre-
mier étage. The institution, being of national
importance, is patronized by the king.

The Museum affords but few objects worthy
the notice of a stranger, the library excepted,
which contains 3,000 rare manuscripts, toge-
ther with 2,000 cingque cento editions of books
chiefly from the libraries of the Dukes of Bur-
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gundy. The manuscripts are illuminated with’
precious miniatures, and splendidly bound.
They have been twice plundered—the first
time in 1748, when Maréchal Saxe was gover-
nor of the Pays Bas; but, by the convention
of 1769, France was obliged to restore them.
From this robbery, it would appear that the
Bourbons showed to their successor, Napoleon,
the example of plunderin